Our Free Will Baptist Heritage
Free Will Baptist History from a Buckeye Perspective

As we begin this series of articles on Ohio Free Will Baptist History, there may be some that wonder why we would even take the time and space here to study the past. For this reason, let me start this series by giving you several reasons why I believe it is not only important, but absolutely vital that we study our history.

I believe one good reason to study our History is for CONFIRMATION. It is always comforting to know that we are not alone in this fight, that there are other brothers and sisters in Christ, other preachers and churches out there on the front lines attempting to do God’s work. How much more exciting it is to study of those who have gone before us, paved the way, who faced the same struggles, obstacles, victories and valleys that we face! It fills me with a sense of confidence, CONFIRMING in my Spirit that if they made it, I can make it too! Hebrews 12:1 tells us “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us….”. I believe studying our Ohio Free Will Baptist Brethren of the past will give us a great sense of CONFIRMATION. 
Secondly, I believe that studying Ohio Free Will Baptist History will be a great source of INFORMATION. Do you know the Free Will Baptist History in your local area? When I moved to Creston, Ohio, I had no clue that there even WAS any Free Will Baptist History close by. But a few trips to the Historical Section of our local library helped me discover that the first Church in Creston had been a FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH! (More information on that story in another article) My point is, there is a lot of knowledge to be gained by taking the time to search the pages of the past. I believe that one of the benefits of our venture into our history will be the discovery of a treasure trove of INFORMATION. 

Thirdly, and maybe most important, I have found that studying Free Will Baptist History is a great source of INSPIRATION. I collected baseball cards as a kid. (Actually I still do – guess I haven’t grown up yet!) One of the boys at school knew absolutely nothing about baseball, but had a few cards. Imagine our shock when we found that one of the cards he owned was a HANK AARON original! It meant a whole lot to us, but it meant nothing to him, because he had no knowledge of the value of what he had. My point is this – Once you study the saints of our past, once you hear the stories of the sacrifices that were made so that you and I could have our Free Will Baptist Faith today, I believe that what you have will seem a whole lot more valuable to you! I believe that your soul will be filled with great INSPIRATION as we study our wonderful Buckeye heritage.

Finally, I have found that one of the benefits of studying Free Will Baptist History is that it is a great source of RECREATION. What I mean is, it’s actually FUN! I remember when I was first searching for David Mark’s grave in Oberlin. I thought I was the first Free Will Baptist in over 100 years to discover that David Marks was buried in Ohio, and boy was I excited! The closer I got to finding the grave, the more excited I got! Now, I later discovered that Alton Loveless had found the grave 20 years before and had taken pictures of it and put it in “The Ambassador”, but it was still enjoyable tracking it down and discovering it for myself! When you are looking for a book, an article, an old church, or some public record to help your studies, the best way I can describe it is like hunting for treasure. Actually, it IS treasure – the sacred treasures of our past! Free Will Baptist History is a fun hobby, and a relaxing means of RECREATION.

Well, I hope you are ready to get started. Next issue we will start at the beginning – Ohio is born, and Buckeye Free Will Baptist History begins shortly thereafter. I’ll see you next issue!

Your interest in these articles has been nothing short of overwhelming! Thanks to everyone who has emailed, called, and even mailed me information. It has all been a great help, and very encouraging! If you would like to contact me with any comments, questions, or suggestions, please do so:

Jim McComas – 102 Carol Drive Creston, Ohio 44217 (330) 435-4442 PastorJimMcComas@aol.com
