Our Free Will Baptist Heritage
Free Will Baptist History from a Buckeye Perspective

In order for us to gain a proper view of our Free Will Baptist Heritage here in Ohio, it will be helpful to begin with both some Ohio State History and National Free Will Baptist History. 

As I’m sure most of us know, the Free Will Baptist Denomination as we know it can be traced to the influence of Baptists of Arminian persuasion who settled in the colonies from England, where they had been known primarily as “General Baptists”.  The Free Will Baptist Denomination sprang up on two separate and distinct fronts in America. The southern line, or Palmer movement, traces its beginnings to the year 1727 when Paul Palmer organized a church at Chowan, North Carolina. The northern line, or Randall movement, had its beginnings with a congregation organized by Benjamin Randall on June 30, 1780, in New Durham, New Hampshire. Both lines of Free Will Baptists taught the doctrines of free grace, free salvation and free will, although from the first there was no organizational connection between them. It is from the Northern line, or Randall movement, that we in Ohio can trace our heritage. 

By the end of the year 1780 , The First Church in New Durham had four other churches in fellowship with it. Benjamin Randall then began extending his labours beyond the borders of New Hampshire to the state of Maine. By 1790, there were eighteen churches with eight ministers and about four hundred members! About 1792 the first church was planted in eastern Vermont. Several other church’s soon were founded there, including the Tunbridge church in 1800. It was from the work at Tunbridge that the Gospel would soon be sent to the territories far West that would soon be known as the state of Ohio.

After the Revolutionary War, the Northwest Territory was established in 1787.  On April 7, 1788, Marietta was founded and became the first permanent white settlement in Ohio.  Indian raids became common until their defeat in the Battle of Fallen Timbers.  The Treaty of Greenville that followed gave the United States land that accounts for almost two-thirds of present-day Ohio.  Thousands of settlers came to the region and soon Cincinnati, Cleveland, Dayton, and Youngstown were established.  Ohio became the 17th state on March 1, 1803. 

The Free Will Baptist movement had begun in the North East. A new State had come into being in the NorthWest. And our Heavenly Father, by an amazing series of providential events, was about to connect the two and do something wonderful in a place called Ohio.  
