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"Excuses" 
  
Why did only one cleansed leper return to thank Jesus? 
The following are nine suggested reasons why the nine 
did not return: 
  
* One Waited to see if the cure was real. 
* One waited to see if it would last. 
* One said he would see Jesus later. 
* One decided that he had never really had leprosy  
   to begin with. 
* One said he would have got well anyway. 
* One gave thanks to the priests. 
* One said, "Oh well, Jesus didn't really do anything." 
* One said, "Any rabbi could have done it." 
* One said, "I was already much improved." 
  
Now, of course, we don't really know if any of these 
excuses were used by the lepers, but we do know that 
they didn't come back and give Jesus the praise He 
deserved. The moral to this story? Excuses, however 
creative, well thought, or sincere, do not get the job 
done. Try to think of an area in your Christian life that 
you have let slide by using excuses, and resolve to 
change that today. 

 
“PASTOR JIM'S "LIST TO LIVE BY" 

  
“Seven Secrets of a Successful Marriage - Part One" 
  
SECRET ONE: SUCCESSFUL MARRIED COUPLES 
GET THEIR DEAL STRAIGHT - Successful couples talk 
deeply before the wedding about their expectations of 
each other, and if there's serious disagreement - for 
example, he wants kids, she doesn't - they think 
seriously about whether to marry.  
  
 
 

 
SECRET TWO: SUCCESSFUL MARRIED COUPLES 
KEEP THEIR INDIVIDUALITY - Successful couples 
know that, however much love there is, marriage can 
bring this trapped feeling. They encourage each other 
not to be always "us", to take "me" time, to have "me" 
hobbies and even "me" friends. 
  
SECRET THREE: SUCCESSFUL MARRIED COUPLES 
KEEP EACH OTHER CENTER STAGE - Successful 
couples always keep each other center stage. They are 
interested in their partner's opinions. They take their 
partner seriously. They refer to their spouse in glowing 
terms when talking to other people.  
  
SECRET FOUR: SUCCESSFUL MARRIED COUPLES 
LEARN TO RESOLVE CONFLICTS - Successful 
couples keep communicating, whatever the bad feeling 
between them. They negotiate differences and 
disagreements so that they both end up getting a fair 
deal.  
  
NEXT MONTH - FIVE THROUGH SEVEN 
 
 
 
 
 

And the Flame will burn bright.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A house is not a home  unless it has 
food for the soul as well as the body! 
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